 Insert last name here 1

Insert Student Name
Professor Name 
Course Name
Feb. 6, 2010

Social Construction of Gender


The essay “The Social Construction of Gender” takes brief aim at the role gender plays in American society. From a very young age, American children recognize that they are gendered, and that those around them have genders as well. Even in 2010, when homosexual marriage is slowly becoming legalized and gender norms are evolving, certain stereotypes still exist. The article explores a situation when a group of feminists reversed the voice-boxes of a Barbie and a G.I. Joe doll, so that their words would not match their genders. The experiment revealed how Americans are trained to think about gender even from an early age. This article affords a basic look into some of these constructions, but does not do enough in answering the question of why the constructions exist.


The biggest drawback to this article is that it does not venture deep enough to the reasons why gender constructs exist. It states them, and takes its time describing some examples of situations wherein people would find gender stereotypes. It even talks about an experiment wherein people switched out the voice-boxes of Barbie and G.I. Joe, which resulted in a strange gender reversal. However, it does not take a deep enough look at these problems, and really falls flat when discussing what can be done to effectuate change.


Gender constructs go back a long way. If people are to truly examine the problem, just concentrating on the definitions of the genders in America, it means they have to go back a few hundred and see how the current gender identities are formed. Where we are now as a society is a direct result of where we began. Women, for example, were once considered little more than property. In the early part of U.S. history, specifically the 1700s, women were “feme covert,” which meant they literally gave up their rights and identity when they married (Beard 108). In the 1800s, however, things began to change and women were seen as rulers of the home and family life. In fact, some could argue that men and women were equal in their respective spheres – though still no crossover was encouraged. The mere fact that women can hold jobs today and can get out of the house without being frowned upon shows the progress that women have made in the past few hundred years. This is all important information that must be had when discussing modern-day gender constructs. The constructs make much less sense if they are random, but when they are clearly part of a pattern the story becomes much more interesting.


In addition to detailing where the gender constructs have come from, the article should speculate as to why they persist. Naturally such a short article cannot address all of the many facets of gender, but if it is going to address certain stereotypes, it should at least explain (or try to explain) why the stereotypes exist. Barbie, for example, reinforces the ideas that women love to shop and cook, and also look good for their men. This is actually a very 1960s convention, and one that, perhaps surprisingly, came as a reaction to women getting the vote and being encouraged to attend college. Many feminists see the 1950s and 60s as backpedaling, but it is important to realize that much of what happens in various movements is reactionary – and that not all women do wish to enter the work force. Additionally, the stereotypes for men are just as difficult and perhaps more so, because they are often given less attention. This article needs to address these things as well.


The article “The Social Construction of Gender” takes a look at some of the societal difference between the sexes, but ultimately winds up being more descriptive than actually helpful. Although it is an interesting article, it does not do much by way of making its readers think critically. The anecdotes about switching out Barbie and G.I. Joe's voice-boxes is fairly interesting, but most people are already aware that there is a difference between the genders and this is not new information. New information involves going deeper and asking why such stereotypes exist - and what can be done to change them.
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