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The Te of Piglet:  The Importance of Finding Your Place

We all need to know where we fit in, where our place is in this world.  In, the Te of Piglet by Benjamin Hoff, the concept of one’s place is examined through the eyes of the small, and often times insignificant Piglet.  Are we merely what we seem to be, or is there more to our nature than our outward appearances? 
The Te of Piglet explores human nature at its base level.  It is the second in a series by Benjamin Hoff calling for a return to the ways of the Tao and a focus to return to values that once preserved the earth and embraced the ways of the “feminine.”  Benjamin Hoff is the narrator, quoting many Taoist leaders and teaching piglet the important of being.  Piglet is often seen as the small sidekick to Pooh, often the hero to the story, and, like many Americans views his existence as merely incidental, of no importance to the grand scheme in the world.  He doesn’t question whether he is meant for more; he merely accepts it as it is. “’It is hard to be brave,’ said Piglet, sniffing slightly, when you're only a very small animal” (Milne). The climax of the story comes in reliving the fall of Owls tree in the Hundred Acre Woods when it is only Piglet, in his smallness, who can save the day.
The book itself is not about the actions of the brave or the lessons that piglet learned along the way.  Rather, it is about the loss of humanity that man as a race has undergone.  Hoff shows through examples of Taoist teachings and the retelling of the House on Pooh Corner that anyone, no matter how small and insignificant, can not only make a difference but can make all the difference.  He discusses Chinese myth as to the creation of the world.  He shows that Man used to live in harmony with the Earth until the evils of pride and ego clouded our vision.  He shows that in Piglet, pride is of no importance.  

Works Cited 

Milne, A.A.. The House At Pooh Corner. London: Methuen & Co. LTD, 1928.
ThinkExist.com. Febraury 2, 2010 http://thinkexist.com/quotation.
Hoff, Benjamin. The Te of Piglet: the virtue of being small. New York: Dutton Books, 1992.
