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I.  Legislature


It is a fact that physicians are required by the law to protect the privacy of their clients. Notably, a physician is not allowed to disclose any of the following information without the explicit consent of his patient. The patient’s condition, expected recovery, means of treatment or private confessions made by the patient in conversation with the physician. HIPPA privacy policy is the set of regulations that requires the physician to refrain from disclosing the private information of patients.  Physician may be fined, divested of his practitioner’s license and even incarcerated for failure to comply with the HIPPA privacy policy. (Health Information Policy 2009) As a result, on a daily basis, the physician is required to pay close attention to his communication with people who are not authorized to access the patient’s data; as he or she is forced to make a conscious effort to avoid disclosing information of patients. As a result the policy compelled physicians to rise above the mere duty of common decency of making a simple effort to protect the privacy of patients; it required them to go the extra step of following a very rigorous program of patient privacy protection. 

II. Specific punishments and applications of case law
The specific character of punishments imposed upon violators can be described as follows. If the physician inappropriately discloses information, he may incur a fine of $50,000 or an imprisonment for one year. Or is used in an inclusive sense which means that at least one of the two penalties must be served by the offender, it is also possible that both will be imposed upon him or her. 
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