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Essence of a Philosophical Method


Philosophy has long been conceived of as an academic discipline that falls short of the clarity of thought and rigor demonstrated by the scientists and mathematicians. To a significant extent, this reputation is a result of the activities of its ancestors who relied chiefly on speculative reasoning without a careful observation of empirical phenomena. Their exposition was also terminally afflicted with obscurity and inelegant methods of reasoning. The works of the luminaries of the history of this subject such as Kant, Hegel and Fichte serve as a distinct case in point for this phenomenon.


The just reader must be well advised of the fact that it is a mistake to assume that the works of those authors can be regarded as adequately representative of philosophy as a discipline. Since the beginning of the 20th century, Bertrand Russell and G.E Moore mounted a systematic attack on the state of the industry that has been bequeathed to us by the aforementioned legendary authors. Russell and Moore endeavored to ensure that philosophy serves the purpose that was initially prescribed by Plato, or one of understanding the world by virtue of a careful observation of the world and logically consistent as well as precise reasoning. Accordingly, the recent emphasis of the mathematical method regarding the heavy reliance on symbolic logic and the scientific element of thought regarding the necessity of carefully observing the empirical world purged philosophy of deeply speculative that did not entail reliable knowledge about the world. (Aloysius and Sosa 2001) Today, under the influence of W.V. Quine, a trend of naturalization of epistemology has been prominent or philosophical inquiry was centered at the empirical study of the world rather than mere concepts (1980).  Notably, if a scholar aspires to be a serious philosopher, he or she is compelled to take a deep interest in science and the surrounding world. Today, the professional discipline of philosophy is defined by rigor of thought and a genuine ambition to understand the world rather than to merely engage in speculation. The role of analytical and precision reasoning has become significant enough for the entire discipline to frequently be regarded as the art of drawing distinctions. As a result, its best practitioners are rewarded with the invaluable skill of recognizing structure in all concepts, regardless of how recondite or confusing and prescribing the optimal course of problem-solving action with respect to the problems these concepts entail. 
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